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 A great novel, in my opinion, is a book that can capture my interest from the start and captivate me so that I will keep reading through the night, even if it means hiding under the covers with a flashlight in my hand. The Girl with the Dragon fits the bill precisely.
The novel, written by Stieg Larsson, provides a thrilling adventure through its complex and twisted plot made up of the lives of reporter Mikael Blomkvist of Millennium magazine, former industrialist Henrik Vanger, and computer hacker Lisbeth Salander. Their lives intertwine as they get caught up in the whirlwind of the Vanger family mystery, which has been going on for more than thirty years. Each character in this book has very distinguished and unique characteristics which is important since they are the ones affecting the way the story unfolds.
From the first chapter of this novel you can instantly see how complex the story is. The book begins with the perspective of Henrik Vanger. We are introduced to the mystery of the Vanger family – the missing niece of Henrik Vanger. In the following chapters, the main story splits into three story-lines, one about Henrik Vanger, one about Mikael Blomkvist, and another about Lisbeth Salander. You may think that splitting a story into three smaller story lines would result in a story that is too complicated to read; this is not the case with this novel. Larsson makes the story run very smoothly. The different story lines and chapters all relate to each other so closely, there are absolutely no loose ends. Every detail mentioned is crucial to the events that follow as they lead to the unravelling of the mystery. It truly impresses me that there is nothing superfluous in the story. This makes the plot intense and the flow of the story very smooth. This is important to a story where readers want to concentrate on the challenge of solving the crime and finding the culprits. There is nothing better than spending uninterrupted time linking up suspects and finding clues that lead to answers to the many mysteries woven into the plot.
A key to writing a successful novel is creating believable characters. The people in the story make up the heart and soul of the novel. If the characters are not vivid enough, the story will feel dead. Larsson breathes life and soul into each character which is why every character is realistic. The characters all have their strengths and vulnerabilities, they all have their imperfections but their unique ways of showing love and compassion make readers grow attached to them and really want to see how their stories will go on. This is what I mean by being captivated.
Out of all the characters in the novel, my favourite is Lisbeth Salander. I find her uniquely weird and funny because her attitude towards others is always intriguing and unpredictable. I enjoy reading about her reactions in all kinds of situations and ingenious solutions to the problems she encounters in the story; there is always something new with her. Salander is also a very determined person, which proves to be an invaluable quality. It is her ambition to fulfil their goal of solving the mystery at all costs that leads to Blomkvist and her success in solving the case. The development of Salander’s character helps to add colours to the story.
Salander’s style is also worth praising. When reading this story, you will often find yourself caught off guard, for example, just when you think a problem’s about to be solved, some unexpected person will be introduced to complicate matters further. And when one question is answered, another one or two may pop up to take its place, showing how a seemingly never-ending stream of mysteries engulfs the dark secret within. Talking about darkness, this book will also intrigue you with its revelation of a very dark side of Sweden. I used to think Sweden was a very peaceful place where people were happy and safe, just like the families found in the catalogues of IKEA. This book, however, showed me its other side. Beneath the veneer of Sweden’s prosperity lies a troubled society with an unstable government and dark history. The book shows that crimes in Sweden like abuse, rape, prostitution, corruption, murder, and theft are often hidden or left undetected. Poverty and powerlessness plague many people in the society. I believe that the Swedish author gave a very vivid picture of the parts of life in his country unknown to many. Even though the novel is fiction, it holds a mirror up to reality. 
In conclusion, this book is a must read. The novel is a complex and captivating masterpiece with its twists and turns at unexpected points in the plot. The shocking issues dealt with in the book make the reading a heart-racing adventure. All this combined with its life-like characters give this novel the winning edge over others in its genre. 
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